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POR THE UN(IVERSALIST MAGAZINE, (diet, and always plain, if not some 
! 


LIFE OF THE REV. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 
(Concluded from page 194.) 


7 ——— 

times slovenly, in 

| his dress and appearance, his wants were few, and 
, though no great economist, his expences small. 

His society in Philadelphia prospered under his min- 

istry for about six years; when, in the earlier part of 


As he and his adherents were destitute of a house | 1787, the congregation was, one sabbath, struck with 


for public worsbip, the Trustees of the Pennsyivania  surprize to hear him announce, that having Jong felt it 
UnivERSITY magnanimously allowed them the use of his duty to visit England, he had now determined to 
their Hall. Here Mr. Winchester delivered a sermon take his passage thither, immediately!* It was in 
on the 22d of April, from Genesis iii. 15, in which he, vain for his friends to entreat or to expostalate ; and 
for the first time, preached his new sentiments plainly.* ‘though perhaps offended at the suddenness of his de- 
The opposition to his meeting was general and bitter,|parture, they made such provision for his voyage as 
The weak-minded were appalled at the audacity of a the time would permit. In forty-eight bours after he 


But he exerted an influence, by means of his publi. 
cations, much more extensive than that of his preach- 
ing. In 1788, he published his DiAtocurs ow Ust- 
VERSAL Restoration; which, though I have not 
seen all his writings, I feel safe in pronouncing his 
Master-piece, and the only one of his productions which 
will descend to posterity. It was widely circulated, 
convinced many, and called others forth from conceal- 
ment, who had in secret believed the doctrine. In 
1790 was begun the publication of his Luctores on 
THE PRoparcies,——the largest of all his worlrs, one 
that was much esteemed, added to the author's popu- 
larity ; but which is now nearly forgotten, and will! 


man who denied infinite wrath the gratification of end- 
less torture ; the bigotled abhiorred what was, to them, 
so entire new; and they who drew their support or 
their influence from the common doctrines, would not 
be backward to join in the hue and cry. Some pre- 
dicted that Winchester would soon become an Atheist ; 
and others, that he would abandon himself to the most 
infamous licentiousness. 


, had given them notice, he sailed, with his wife, in a 
| vessel bound to London. He had heard of a few Uni- 
| versalists there, who statedly met, in private rooms to 
couter on religious subjects; and te one of them, a 
Mr. John Clegg, he had a brief letter of ittroduction 
| from his brother who resided in Philadelphia. 

| On the 29th of September, 1787, be arrived, almost 
| pennyless and a total stranger, in the great Metropolis 





soon cease to be read. 
Five Lerrers To THE Rev. Dan Tayror, in reply 
to his sermon on endless misery. Before he left Eng 
land, he published, besides numerous tracts, two vol- 
umes of the PHILADELPAIA MAGAZINE, which I sup- 
| pose to have been a periodical wore; and THe Pro- 
| CESS AND EMPIRE or CuRist, a Poem in twelve books, 
| which, as Vidler remarks, does not deserve the name 





He found himself, however, attended by a respecta-| of the British Empire. His reception was cold and | of @ F com. 


ble congregation. 


Nearly haif of his late church fol-| Very discouraging. 


Destitude of money, burthened 


lowed him, and with him sustained the indignity of| With a wife, and perhaps poorly recommended by his 


excommunication. 


Accession: were made from other) (ress and appearance, it cannot be wondered that he 


quarters, and a new church was soon formed, in which | ¥8$ not altogether a welcome minister to a few ob- 


the sacrament was regularly adniinistered. Unpopu- 


iscure individuals in the midst of London, who must 


lar as he was. there were some gentlemen of eminence | bave felt a sort of obligation to support him, and who 


in the city, who were not afraid to countenance him; 


among whom may be mentioned Dr. Redman, and the | 


nevertheless auticipated little or no success from bis 
labors. They had, bowever, seen and liked a sermon 


celebrated Dr. Benjamin Rush, both adgirers of Wip- {of his which wa: reprinted there, two or Shree years 


chester, and believers in Universalism. 

Alier meeting in the University-hall for about four 
years. his friends purchased a building, which had 
been erected forthe Masonic Lodzes, on the spot now 
occupied by the Pennsylvania Bank. 
they sold. sometime before he went to Farope, and 
purchased a lot in Lombard-street, where they erect- 
ed the meeting-house still improved by the First Uni- 
verselist Society. 


the building to remain unfinished for many years. 
lt is thought that Mr. Winchester spent mos 


This, however. | 


j before. With much solicitation, they obtained the use 
,of a Baptist meeting-house in Blackfields, Borough of 
| Southwark, where he preached twice; and then a 
meeting-house in Moorfields, where he delivered two 


or three discourses. 


Cheerful and contented in bis 


{ disposition, and never disheartened by disappointment 


Having enclosed the walls, laid | 
. \ 
the floor, and provided temporary seats, they suffered | 


.,. | Store-street. Tottenbam Court Road. 
t of his! ; 


or neglect, he exhibited on these occasions his usual 
animation and ability. His friends increased in num- 
ber and in their expectations; and as the two former 
places were immediately shut against him on account 


of his sentiments, they took a large school room in 


He soon obtain- 





; : , , : led a privilege at a Mr. Thwait’s Chapel in the South- 
me in the city, preaching, however, occasionally at; 


Germantown, and sometimes indulging in his favorite | 
gratification of travelling. At Philadelphia, he resid- | 
edina honse belonging to'his fourth wife, whom he | 
Married there in 1781, and buried in less than two 
years alverwards. 


wark,t where he began to deliver his Lecrunns on | 


THE Propnecies. In 1798, he preached, on Sunday | 


in the evenings at Glass-House Yard, where he re- | 
\ conted his Lecrernes on THE Propnecies. His! 
re fatali t at- ; Re oad 
i Wess strays ene eo | hearers continued to increase ; his friends and suppor- 


tended his i if ions i i he . : 
ded his.matrimonial connexions, making ap =? ‘I ters received new accessions, until, at length, they | 
e visited 


South Carolina, probably in the latter part of the year 


mornings, at the meeting-house in Worship-street, and 


ase of thirty-two, four times a widoicer. 


and a search made, with no success. 


| At tondon, Mr. Winchester retained his itinerant 
|habit. During the six years anda half which he spent 
|in England, he often made excursions to a considera- 
| ble distance in the country ; but though he preached 
|to large assemblies he never attempted to establish 
| separate societies, wishing to diminish rather than to 
| increase the divisions among christians, and not con- 
sidering that a change of doctrine will necessarily in- 
volve a change of denomination. He frequently visit- 
ed Chatham, Birmingham, Wisbeach, and Fleet, a 
place in Lincolnshire, and preached in nearly all the 
meeting-houses of the General Baptists in the County 
of Kent. Several dissenting preachers openly profes- 
sed the doctrine of Universal Restoration; and some 
who discountenanced it, patronised him, as he retained 
many of the notions, and considerable of the language, 
of the lower sects. Among those who embraced Uni- 
versalism, the most distinguished was‘the Rev. Wil- 
liam Vidler, a Calvinistic Baptist minister. He assist- 
ed Mr. Winchester in his labors, and afterwards sup- 
plied his place in London, ‘They desigued an ‘arrange- 
ment by which they were to travel alternately, and 


|presch through the country; but a singular occur- 


rence suddenly frustrated all their schemes, aud turn- 
ed their flattering prospects into shame. 

Mr. Winchester was in the height of his iniluence, 
when, on the Ist of May, 1794, his friends were alarni- 
ed by word from his wife, that he was missing, and 
that she feared some cvil had belallenhin. ‘The next 
morning, advertisemerts were inserted in the papers, 


In the same year he published” 


took, for him, the Chapel in Parliament-Court, where, | 
*1784, and there, it is believed, married his fifth and 


last wife,—a desperate fury, whom he appears to have 
loved with a doating fondness proportioned to the 
madness of her temper. 

He had no stated salary, but derived his support 


I think, he held his meetings till bis departure tor A- 
merica. This, though of a good size, could not ac- 
commodate the crowd which pressed to hear. 








Moses Winca ester, to supply his place in Philadel- | 


iphia, Moses Winchester was the seventh child. He | 


- : : ial , ‘ yu 
Culefly from contributions taken at the close of his) began preaching Universalisre in the Middle or South- | I 
e 


r +; rr 4 + | oO bt e 2 his ner fas ao he 
Meetings, These. | am told, were often sufficient nct| orn States, when young; at (ius period he was preach 


only to meet hi ssiti upply him. joe in New Jersey. 
ie is necessities, but also to supply iog iv | ‘ iid 

’ Simple so his| E}hanao in sentiment, for it is said that he wholly re- 
|jected the doctrine of future pupishment. 


With the means cf bestowing charities. 











This sermon was published with an Appendix of | 
‘cripture-proofs, and answers to the principal objec- 
‘ions then urged against Universalism. Winchester 
‘ays that this publication ‘ was my first appearance 
‘the world as a prose writer.” Whether he had pub- 
ished any Hymns before this period | know not; but 
' think the expression inti:mates that he had appeared 
public asa writer of poetry. 











He did not entirely agree with 





For some 
reason, | know not what, he preached bat little in | 
Philadelphia. He died in Penusylvania, about forty | 
miles from the city, during Elbanan’s residence in, 
London. } 

+ Southwark is that part, or that suburb of London, 
which stands on the south side of the River 1 hames, | 
Tottenham-Court Read runs nearly North and South | 
at the Northern extremity of Leadon, near Islington. 


A number of his 
friends assembled at his house to condole with Mrs. 
Winchester, when one of them received a letter from 


: __ __, | Winchester himself, revealing, as the cause of his 
* It is said that he had engaged his half-brother, | flight, a long series of intolerable abuse from the des 


perate temper of his own wife, which had al length 
t his life in danger, and driven him wounded trom 
home. This letter was read in Mrs. Winceste:’s ix ar- 
ing, who, after some prevarication, contessed the tacts 
alleged. 

Notuing can be adduced in palliation of his pitiable 
weakness in this affuir, unless we suppose that bis tee- 


' vie and declining health had Jeft him exposed, without 


nis ordinary resolution and strength of mind. It is, 
however, tnavifest from his own letters, that his wife 
bad Jong raled him with a rod of iron, and that she 
had fully verified her declaration, ** 1 musi be a devil, 


‘and govern.” 
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Though aware that his sudden and mysterious de- 


ot ‘ ” . ‘ . ce & 
varture would occasion much: obloquy and exultation | till he went to Hartford; Con. where he made lis first | 
among his opposers, he resolved on leaving England ; | @ppearance before the public, on the 11th 


and to avoid the importunity of his frieniis, concealed 
himself from them, addressing them by letters without 
In an anguich little short of distraction, he 
wandered towards Bristol, whence he sailed for Ameri- 
ca on the 19th of May. 


dates. 


visiting it, if Mrs. Winchester could be brought to ac- 
ce: t of a separate maintenance, and to retire to her 
native Jand. 
inade to her by the congregation in Parliameut-Court ; 
but she rejected them with indignation, declaring that 
her conduct towards her husband would break her 
heart, if she had not an opportunity to see bim, and to 
ask his pardon. 


He left the English shore with 
reluctance, and flattered himself with the hope of re- | 


of October, 
| 1796, at the funeral of a young man. The people 
‘were assembled around the grave, wien they were 
‘surprized at the voice of a stranger, who, unasked, had 


taken the freedom to address them on (he occasion. | 


Hlis language and manner were very affecting, and 
excited a general wish tohearhimagain. Accoring- 
ily, he gave one or two lectures during the week ; 


; preached, the next Sunday ; in the Theatre. 
' 


and 


Proposals of this sort were repeatediy | spectable congregation was soon gathered, ainong 


which were some gentiemen of influence.~ Lhey 
would immediately have built a large meeting house 
for him ; but his unwillingness to accept of a perma- 
nent settiement dissuaded them, avd prevented any 


regular organization o1 a society. ‘hey continued to 





On the 12th of July, Mr, Winchester arrived at Bos- | 


ton, entirely destitute of money and meanly clothed. 
He immedjately repaired toa little village ov the bor 


der of his native town, where he passed the night, | 


duced them to assemble in a large chamber, fitted to 


dreading, perhaps, to meet the a:tonishment and in- | accommodate about four hundred, which they occupi- 


Guirtes of his acquaintances. Ina letter to London, 
he says, ** My return to this country was sudden and 


Se ' : 
eurpricing fo all who knew me; and various hare been | selected from the Pentateuch, the Psalms, the book | 

° e ° se | 
the conjectures and reports which have gone abroad on! of Isaiah, and the Revelations ; and his discourses pro- 
but the most common was, that I had fled bably ran much on the types of the law, the promises 
His | 


tie necasion ; 


from persecution for fear of being taken up by the gov- | 
ernment, for publishing my Oration on the Discovery of | 





ed till Mr. Winchester’s death. This was well filled. 
At Hartford, Mr. Winchester’s fexls were geuerally 


‘of the gospel, and the fulfilment of prophecy. 
i'meetings were always opened with singing, as he 


»timerica, er my Sermons on the Three Woe Trumpeis. | thought himself unable to proceed till he had joined, 


Bui I have always had the satisfaction of telling all that 


or rather Jead, in that delightful service. When he 


have asked me, that the government of Great Brijain , stood up to preach or pray, his lips, usually livid from 


never concerned itself with me, and that I never gave (he 
government any umbrage. 
leaving London so abruptly, I have not mentioned tomy 
father, mother, brothers, or sisters ; or to any friend I 
have in Ameriéa 3 and I donot know the! any personia | 
thes part of the country knows any thing of the matter.” | 
Reports of the fact, however, at length arrived from 





the dropsy, assumed a dark purple hue ; his voice, at 


But the real cause of my. first almost chocked with the asthma, grew deep, pow- 


erful and sonorous; and thouch sinking under a com- 
plication of diseases, all his infirmities were forzotten 
in his animation, 

Thus he continued preaching tiil abcut the first of 
April (1797) when he delivered a sermon, undera 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


[find few traces of him after he left Philsdetphia | 


A re-! 


occupy the Theatre on Sundays, and one of the meet- | 
_ing-houwses on Wednesday evenings, till the beginning 
'of December, when the inclemency of the weather in- 






nase 





woe eB ee nn cele 


his moral character was never impeached le ia 
ity universally admitted. <A fcr dkine he ae 
| perhaps discover a slight tincture of superstition ip his 
| religion, and some weakness in that peaceable dispo- 
sition for whieh he was distinguished ; but his practi- 
cal confidence in God, his uniform, ch ity 
and his unconquerabie benavelbainn Bee pe ay 304 
a halo of glory around him, which will always pleibrbe 
his very imperfections from willing censure, 

His perception was clear; but his credulity often 
supplied, and pcorly too, the place of judgment.— 
Quickness of thought he possessed to an extraordinary 
degree: he could, ina few minutes, compute a sum, 
which if set down in figures, would occupy a sheet of 
paper; and he sometimes wrote for the press with 
great rapidity, while engaged in conversation on othet 
topics. Every one has heard of his astonishing mem- 
ory: it is said, and I believe with little or no exagzera- 
tion, that he could repeat the whole Bible. 

He had some acquaintance, probably not very thor- 
ough, with the Latin, Greek and Hebrew. Iam told 
that he studied the French language at Philadelpbia, 

and became able to converse in it. As to his English 
style, it is remarkably familiar, though often incorrect, 
and sometimes extremely careless. 


There are a few 
passages of the sheerest bombast in his writings, not- 
| withstanding the simplicity of the man. 

I shall conclude this Sketch with a CATALOGUE oP 
HIS PuBLICATIONS ; which, however, is doubtless im- 
perfect. 

Catalogue of Mr. Winchester’s Publications. 

A. D. 1781.—The Out- 
/casts Comforted: a sermon from Isa. Ixvi. 5. A. D. 
| 1792.—Five Letters on the Divinity of Christ.—A se- 


‘rious Address to the Youth of Philadelphia. on the 
| worth of the soul.—Some Remarkable Passages in the 
life of Mr. Geo. de Benneville.x—A Collection of 
‘Hymns. A. D. 1784.—Dialogues on Universal Restor- 


‘ation. A. D. 1788.—Lectures on the Prophecies. A. 


Sermon from Genesis iii. 15. 


London, which I believe he could seldom be induced | strong impression that it was his last, from St. Paul’s py. 1790 & 1791.—The Philadelphian Magazine.—A 


to confirm or deny, and which were, therefore, either 


farewell address to the elders of the Ephesian church. 


' Letter to Rey. Mr. Coetlogon, containing remarks on 


credited or disregarded according to the fancy of the | He never entered his desk again. His death was fast | president Edwards’ Sermon on the Eternity of Hell 


hearers. 


| approaching, and he contemplated it with serenity | -p 


orments.—The Holy Conversation and High Expec- 


During the remainder of the summer and the suc- and joy. On the morning of his decease, he request- | tations of Christians, containing Remarks on the Rev. 


ceeding autumn, he preached almost consiantly in the 
vicinity of Boston, and in other parts of New-England. 
In September, he attended the General Convention of 


Universalists at Oxford, Mass. in which he presided as | 


Moderator. Writing to London in November, he says, 
“ F have the greatest door open that I ercr saw, inso- 
much that Tam surprized at the alteration since I was 
here last. I have preached in a great many meeting- 
houses of different denominations, and /o great numbers 
of peeple, as often as eight or nine limes a week, and 
with greater accepiance than I erer did.” Meanwhile, 
he was writing his Answer to Paine’s Age of Reason, 
which was published at Boston in December. 

The next year, (1795) I think he travelled exten- 
sively in almost all parts of the country, especially to 


the southward, though his constitution was broken, | 
and an incieasing asthma foretold a fatal termination. | 


It was in the course of this year that his wife having 
re-crossed the Atlantic, joined him, and prevailed upon 
him to live with her again. This was another in- 
stance of his weakness, which, if report be true, he 
found cause to regret; it is said that she tormented 
bim on his death-bed. 


| 
He visited his old society in Philadelphia, to which. 


he again ministered for a while, probably in the latter 
part of 1795, and the beginning of 1796. It was about 
this time that the celebrated Dr. Priestley delivered a 


course of Lectures in the Universalist Meeting-house | 


there, in the conclusion of which he informed the so- 
ciety that he agreed with their minister in the doctrine 
of Universal Restoration. This min7sfer must, | think, 
have been Mr. Winchester. It is certain, however, 
that he left Philadelphia before August, 1796, at which 
time the Rev. Thomas Jones arrived there from England. 


ed two or three young ladies, who were sitting by him, 
to join in singing a hymn,t observing at the same time 
that he might expire before it should be finished. He 
began with them, but his voice soon faltered, and the 
torpor of death fell upon him. They were disconcert- 
edand paused; but he, reviving, encouraged them to 
proceed, and joined in the first line of each stanza, till 





/he breathed no more. ‘This was on the 18th of April, | 


| 1797, in the 47th year of his age. 

| His funeral was attended on the 21st by a numer- 
ous concourse of afflicted friends and sympathizing 
spectators. The Rev. Dr. Strongt preached the ser- 


|his sentiments, he gave Mr. Wicvchester an excellent 
character, and bore a frank testimony to his final con- 
stancy in the doctrine which he had preached. 

| Of Mr. Winchester may be said, what can be as- 
_serted of few men so much exposed to obloqnuy, that 





| #* Mr. Thomas Tisdale (of whom there is an account 
.in the Gazeteer of Connecticut, under the Hartford 
head) was one of Mr. Winachester’s heartiest friends. 


t “* The Christian’s Farewell, or Dying Saint's 
Song.” See the Universalist Magazine, Vol. 1, page 
196, where it is said to have been composed by Win- 
chester. This however is by no means certain. 


¢ Dr. Strong was a professed Hopkinsian, minister 
of a Congregational Church in Hartford, and well 
‘known as the author of a Treatise in reply to Dr. Hun- 
tington’s work in favor of Universal Salvation. Dr. 


Strong had freely associated with Mr. Winchester 
during his residence in Hartford, and thongh of differ- 
ent sentiments, appeared much pleased with his com- 
pany and conversation. He visited him in his last 
Sickness. 


| Mr. Taylor’s Sermon on the Eternity of Future Punish- 
lment.—Five Letters to the Rev. Dan Taylor. A. D. 
| 1790.—The Beauties of the Millennium.—Oration on 
‘the discovery of America, and a Biographical Sketch 
,of General Washington. A. D. 1792.—Two Sermons 
‘on the Three Woe Trumpets. A. D. 1793.—The Pro- 
cess and Empire of Christ ; a Poem, &c. A. D. 1793. 
—A Century Sermon on the Glorious Revolution.— 
|The Face of Moses Unveiled: or Evangelical Truths 
discovered in the Law, in four discourses. —The Lord 
\Jesus worthy the love of All Men.—The Gospel 
| preached hy the Apostles.---A Sermon against the 


mon, from Heb. ix. 27, in which, though an opposer of | Slave-Trade.-—-The Works and Words of Jesus. —Com- 


fort for Mourning Christians.— Doctrine of the -.tone- 
ment Defended.—The Gospel of Christ no cause for 
Shame.—Funcral Sermon for Israel Johnson.—A Fun- 
eral Sermon for the Rev. J. Wesley.—An Elegy on 
the Rev. J. Wesley.—Sermon to Youth.—Letters to 
Thos. Paine, in Answer to his Age of Reason. A. D. 
1794.--Political Catechism.—Mosonic Address, deliv- 
ered at Norwich, Conn.—Scripture Passages, in farvor 
of the Universal Restoration —A Sermon on the preach- 
in of the Atonement, foolishness to such as Perish, but 
porverful to those that are Saved.—-A Discotrse on the 
Awful Visitaticn of the City of Philadelphia, by the 
Yellow Fever, in 1793.--A New Book of Poems.--A 


tiymn on Beuevolence, and another on Friendship. 
MARCUS. 


P.S. Since writirg the Prefatory Notice, by which 
the Foregoing Biographical Sketch is introduced, the 
Rev. Joun Bisse favored me with most of the mate- 
rials from which I have Written the account of Mr. 
Winchester’s Residence in Martford. 





Marcos. 
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('y-The following Remarks relate to the Report of a 
Committee on Literature, on the petition of the in- 
habitants of Lebanon, N. Y. 


From the above report it will appear evident to 
eur readers, that the pernicious tracts of the N. <. 
Gate Tract Society, together with the official intru- 
sions of Mr. Secretary Yates, are not hereafter, to be 
authorilively ‘* put into the hands of every child and 
youth, in our state,”? without the knowledge or con- 
sent of their parents ! Much credit is due to the gen- 
tlemeu composing the committee to whom that subject 
was refered, and much honor is due to the state of 
New York, which can boast of a legislative body so 
liberal, enlightened and independent, as to correct, 
unanimously, an evil so pernicious. Perhaps it would 
have pleased a great portion of the inhabitants of our 
prosperous state, to have had the Hon. Secretary of 
State removed from that office which he had so much 
abused and, deprived of that authority which has been 
vested in hishands, and which has been converted 
into a sectarian machine for purposes at once subver- 
sive of our rights and insulting to a free and independ- 
Lut we are perfectly satisfied with the 
We would recommend it to tract pedlars, 
hereafter to remember, that there are yet men pos- 
cessing sufficient independence of mind, to resist their 
unhallowed encroachments, and sufficient 


ant people. 


recuit. 


integrity 
The friends 
of liberty in our neighboring states, will rejoice with us 


of heart to oppose their wicked schemes. 


it onr liberation from the fangs of a designing and 
crafty priesthood, while a majority of our own citizens, 
will hereafter take new encouragement from this re- 
sult, aud more unitedly oppose any encroachments on 
cur civad and religions privileges. 

[t belongs to us only to say that every friend of free- 
dom and liberty of conscience, ought now to set his face 
azainst the crafty speculations of the nominally ortho- 
dox. A decided and independent stand will put a 
‘top to their encroachments. Let those therefore who 
wave ventured to look beyond the confines of. bigotry 
and superstition, refuse to encourage the dissemina-' 
tiou of error, and the union of church and state, and 
‘ature generation will cail them blessed. 

Gospel Advocate. 





GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





We regret to hear that the beloved guest of the na- | - | 
n A letter re-/a pin, isas great a sinner as the piratical admiral who 


lien has met with a serious accident. 


_ — - 


fore, WE believers in the eternal and unchanging be- 
nevolence of an impartial God, request to be. in- 
formed of ONE individual, of common sense, over 
ten years of age and under ninety-nine, who can pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence that he believes in an end- 
less hell for himself. And as a suitable reward for 
such information, we pledge ourselves to furnish avy 
person of the above description, with an elegant bi- 
ble, neatly bound and lettered, in which are the words 
of eternal life.-——-Gospel Advocate. 





From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
CONVERSATION 


BETWEEN N. DODGE AND AN OLD BROTHER IN THE 
EAPTIST MINISTRY. 


Brother D. How in the world came you to leave our 
order and join the Universalists ? 

Dodge. Because I found by increased attention to 
my Bible, that I had labored under some great mis- 
takes, and considered it my duty to confess and for- 
sake them. 

Brother. Pray, Sir, What was one ? 

D. \ have been taught ever since I can remember, | 
that sin is an infinite evil, which is a mistake. 

B. What makes you think sin is not an infinite evil ? | 

D. The fountain is not infinite from whence the 
streams of sin emanate. Finite mortals canuot do in- | 
finite things. You might as well conclude that mor-| 
tality produces immortality ; that time produces eter- 
nity; or that ignorance produces knowledge; as to 
conclude that finite fountains send forth infinite 
streams. 

B. Do we not read in Job xxii. 5, that imiquities are 
infinite ? 

D. {recollect Eliphaz the Temanite suggested such 
a thought to Job. I also recollect, in Job. xlii. 7, that 
God corrected Eliphaz, and told him that he had not 
spoken the thing that was right concerning his servant 
Job; and I regret that you and IJ and millions more 
have been so much more like Eliphaz, than like God 
in our conclusions upon this subject. 





‘come one flesh.’ 


B. But would God the Father ever have required 
his Son Jesusto have made an ivfinite atonement for 
sin, that he might consistently pardon sinners, if sin is 
not an infinite evil ? 

D. This brings up another old mistake. The wor! 
atonement is but once found in the New Testamen'. 
Rom. v. 11, ‘* By whom we have now received the 
atonement.”” ‘Take notice, God did not receive the 
atonement. To suppose that God was the unreconcil- 
ed party, and that Jesus came into the world and gave 
himself a sacrifice in order to reconcile God to sinners, 
isa very great mistake. The truth is, God never al- 
ters, but man being unreconciled to God, Jesus came 
to reconcile all things unto himself, both in earth ant 
in heaven, Col. i. 20. Atonement is reconciliation, —— 
Hence the propriety of our receiving the atonement 
appears. Jesus did not come in order to make it pos- 
sible for God to love us; but to commend the love of 
God to us: even that love which the Father had to- 
wards a sinful world before Jesus came, and which was 
the cause of his coming, John iii. 16, 17. This atone- 
ment or reconciliation, which is the same, is never 
called infinite by any inspired writer, and by what au- 
thority you call it infinite | cannot tell, unless it is to 
support the two former mistakes, viz. infinite sin, and 
infinite punishment. One mistake makes many. [ 
hope when you get rid of one you will get rid of many. 

B. I will call to your recollection one argument 
more, which we have always considered irrefragably 
conclusive, viz. our Lord Jesus Christ being the true 
eternal God, and at the same time a perfect man, pos- 
sessing two distinct natures in hypostatic union, was 
offered up as a sacrifice to make atonement for the sins 
of his elect, In as much as this subject has always been 
considered one of the great mysteries of godliness, ani! 
a revelation from God, and an article of the orthodox 
christians faith in all ages, | must be allowed to ren- 
the idea of it as familiar as possible. To use an old 
similitude, the two natures of Christ were as real!y 
one, as the blood of all parents become one in their 
offspring. The scripture saith, ‘* They twain shall be- 
Now, Sir, you must own, where 
there is union there is sympathy. Having this view 





RB. But sin is committed against an infinite God, 
and is a transgression of his infinitely holy law, there- 
fore it nust be infinite. : 

D. In Luke xii. 47, 48, our Lord informs us that sin 
is estimated by our knowledge and not by his infinity. 
if your reasoning is fair, then the infant who purloins 


ceived in Philadelvhia from the post master at Pitts- | murders thousands of men! You have two much good 


bore, thus mentions the circumstance :— 


‘*T have just received a letter from the post master 
at Wheeling, stating that two or three steam-boats 
bad just arrived from the fall of Ohio, bringing the un- 
pleasant news of the loss of the steam-boat Mechanic, 
which had nearly proved fatal in the nation’s friend 
and guest Gen. Lafayette. The acconut says, that 
about 150 miles below Louisville, the Mechanic ran 
foal of a snag, which caused her to sink in about 15 | 
minutes, and that some of the passengers saved them- | 
selves only by swimming. The General has lost all his 
papers and baggage together, with his private carriage. 
He saved nothing but one or two trunks ; among oth- 
er articles lost, was the cane which belonged to his 
carly friend the immortal Washington, and which 
General Lafayette has received asa present. This dis- 
aster must have occurred about the 10th inst. The 
citizens of Cincippati looked for his arrival on the 
19th, and should no accident befall him, we expect 
him here about the 30th.” 





INFORMATION WANTED. 





Whereas divers person have been for a long time | 
very clamorous against universalism, 
the notion of hell.torments ; and having 
vinced that no doctrine can do any good unless it is be- 
lieved by each professor for himself: 
many pretend that universalism is not a good doctrine 


as AT oss oO 
because it proclaims salvation to sinners > Now there-| Val. 26. 


sense to say that ignorant infants are as criminal as 
the greatest sinners in the world, because they have 
sinned against an infinite God. You will not pretend 
that all sins are infinite, yet some are more infinite 
than others, and some are most infinite. You might 
as well say that some things are eternai, others more 
eternal, and others most eternal. 

B. | must confess that upon a fair investigation of 
the subject, it does not appear that every sin is an in- 
finite evil. I have been mistaken in this matter.—- 
But do you think God would ever have threatened to 
punish sinners with eternal death, if sin had not been 
viewed as an infinite evil by him? 

D. 1 should suppose not. This question brings to 


Nor can any ove 


And 


My friend, you need 


of the subject, Paul called the blood of Christ the blood 
of God, Acts xx. 28, from this statement you must see, 
‘that the blood of God offered in atonement, was noth- 
ing less than infinite: this infinite atonement being 
made, proves that sin is infinite; and he who will not 
accept of this infinite atonement, must deserre and con- 
sequently suffer an infinite and eternal punishment. 
D. Give me leave to tell you my good old friend, 
that such doctrine is not new; itis the milk I was 
brought up upon. But I have serious queries whethe: 
it is in fact ‘* the sincere milk of the word,” mention- 
ed by the apostle. I hope it will not be unpleasant to 
my pious friend, for me to suggest a few thovghts for 
consideration upon this snbject. I confess that our 
glorious and precious Saviour is called God, in Ps. 
xlv. 6, ** Thy throne, O God, is forever aud ever,” 
and. in several other places. But what must we un- 
derstand by the next verse? “ Therefore God, thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows?” Does it not appear from the last men- 
tioned text that notwithstanding he is God, that he 
|received his unction from one who was God before 





mind another mistake. We have long been told that him? Though fsaish (ix. 6.) calls him the mighty 
God threatened to punish Adam with death temporal, | God and everlasting Father, does he vot say in Mat. 
spiritual, and eternal, in case of disobedience. But xxviii, 18, “* All power is given unto me in heaven and 
the sentence efernal death was never contained in any 
law of God, nor found in the Bible. 
tell the truth in saying that God ever threatened to 
punish any one with efernal death, in any case. 
and in favor ofj Who dares say that God will inflict greater punish- 
become-con-} ments than any contained in hislaw? ‘This second 
mistake is as great as the first. 
And’ whereas.| some one to expound the way of God more perfectly 
unto you; as Aquila avd Priscilla did to Apollos, Acts 


in earth??? Does not John the revelator, by inspira- 
tion, say, He is the beginning of the creation of God ?. 
Rev. iii. 14. I freely acknowledge he is God’s Word, 
God’s King and lawgiver in Aion, God’s Elect, and 
the brightness-of the Father’s glory. That by him the 
worlds were made, and every thing inthem. That he 
is the Redeemer and Saviour. of the world. Bat now 
we see not yet all things put under him, Heb. ii. 8.-- 
Yet the time is rapidly approaching when all things 








shall. be subdued uvto him, then shall also the Sua: 
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Limself be subject unto Him that put all things under 
him. 1 Cor. xv. 28. 

Suppose we lay aside the old Primer for a short 
time Jong enough tosearch the Scriptures. Also lay | 
aside Dr. Gill’s Body of Divinity, and even the} 
‘thurch Articles, and bring all our former sentiments , 
to the barof mature reason, and compare them with 
the scriptures, and see whether we have not imbibed 
some mistakes, which in reality have no better support 
tLan the following considerations: they im- 


were 


sressed on the mind in childhood, and consecrated by 
j ; 


numerous solemn institutions and rites, received from 
the lips of parental kindness, and enforced by the sol- 
emnities of public and private devotion, supported | 
and defended by god/y ministers and guarded by their 
devout inflaence. Then let the word of God be a 
light to our feet and alampto our path, and we may 
possibly grew in grace, and make improvements in the | 
divine lifeto the glory of God and the happiness of 
our own souls. 


—*. 


—_—--- -—— — 








From the (Providence) Christian Telescope. 


ON THE LOSS OF OUR MUCH LOV’D SANCTUARY, THE 


UNIVERSALIST CHAPEL, 


{ 
‘the night was calm, serene the skies, 
‘The basy toil of day was o’er, i 
And sleep had clos’d our weary eyes, 
When, lo! the flames around us roar! 


Ob God! our Temple rear’d for Thee, 
in conflagration soon appears! 

We view it with mute agony ; 
Divided *twixt our hopes and fears. 


Our hopes are vain—for soon, the fire 
Spreads with a rapid, vivid flash, 

It soon ascends the lofty spire, 

Which falls with a tremendous crash ! 


Not so our hopes of Heaven and THER, 
They're founded on a rock, most sure ; 
‘Though foes exult with tyranny, 

We can their venom’d shafts endure. 


. 


And though our Temple here, no longer stands ; 
Well worship Thee iv one not made with hands : 
Creation’s ample space our praise shall hear, 
While we the wonders of thy grace declare. 


! 
Exiza. | 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


ON THE CONDUCT OF THE BEREANS. 


** These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 


that they received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 


were so.’°—Acts xvii. 11. 


‘She reader will perceive that there is a comparison 
made, in this passage of scripture, between the con- 
duct of the Thessalonicans and tne Bereans. It will 
be necessary therefore, to notice the conduct of the 
inhabitants of both cities, that we may know wherein 
the one was deserving of commendation, while the 
other was not. 

When Paul and Silas arrived in the city of Thessa- 
toniea, Paul, as was usual with him, went into the 
‘ynugogue of the Jews in that place, and preached 
unto them the necessity of Christ’s death and resurrec- 
tion, with the important declaration that this Jesus 
whom he preached wag the Christ. Of the truth of 
his some were convinced, but others remained in un- 
If we could ascertain that the latter listened 
attentively to the preaching of the apostle, still we 
should have to blame them, because, instead of en- 
deavoring to overthrow his doctrine by appeals to the 


‘ 
‘ 
belief. 


baser sort,”? men just fit for such business, and with 


-bave turned the world upside down are come hither 


/many Christians that their conduct forms such a strik- 
ing contrast to that of these Jews.—There are some 


| those who believe tiat Jesus is the Christ, the Saviour 
| of the world. | 
;mended in the text, were not of the denomination to! 


he is fearful he isin an error, and will be 





ures. They selected ‘certain lewd fellows of the 
them gathered a company, and set all the city on an 
uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, in which 
they expected the apostles would be found, and sought 
to bring them out before the mob. But finding them 
not, they seized Jason, and certain brethren, drew 
them before *‘ the rulers of the city, crying, these that 


also.” 
The believers in that city judging it prudent for 
Paul and Silas to depart therefrom, sent them away by 


night unto Berea. 





The Jews residing here ** were 
more nable than those in Thessalonica, in that they re- 
ceived (he word with all readiness of mind, and searched | 
the seripiures daily, whether those things were so.°— 


From which we learn that there were two things for | 
which the Bereans were commended,— 

1. They received the word with all readiness of 
mind. And, 

2. They searched the scriptures 
those things were so. 


daily, whether 





This expression, ** they received the word with al! | 
readiness of mind,’*does not mean that they were cred- 
uleus, that they believed the word without examina- 
tion, neither dees it mean that they believed it at all. 
For we are immediately informed that they searched 
The meaning is 
that they were ready to receive it for examinalion,— 


the scriptures fo see tf ct was lrue. 


that they were willing to hear, and that they did hear 
. oS ¢ 


me ee ee a 


without prejudice. it is a matter of just reproach to 





‘now unwilling to hear a preacher who does not belong | 


to their own denomination. The clergy have warned 


their hearers against atiending public worship with 


‘ 


Those whose conduet is so highly com- | 


which the aposties belonged, and yet they were wil-| 
ling to hear them. 


Why should members of different | 


‘ 
denominations be so much opposed to atlending cach | 
others religious services? Those who are secking truth 
alone will be anxious to ** prove all things, hold fast 


that which is good.” When a man at any time shans, 
investigation, or with reluctance submits hts religious | 


views to the test of candid inquiry, it is proof tha’ his: 


2%? 


sole desire is not to know, ** what is truth: it shews 
ashamed to 
avow it, if he knew he was. 


There are some cases in which a person may aitend 


the religious service ef a denomination to which he | 


does not belou-s 


without being worthy of the honor 
which is paid tic Jews of Berea in the text. He may 
go with bad motives, without any intention of hearing 
candidly. He may go to please some friend, or mere- 
ly to save himself from the reproaci: of being called a 
bigoted or contumacious man. 


But the question is, | 
does he go without prejudice? Or does he carry his } 
preconceived opinions and his dislike of the sect and | 
the sentiment with him? In a word, does he * re- | 
ceive the word with all readiness of mind?” Ask hit | 
how he liked the discourse, and he may answer, O, | 
not at all; I did not mean to like it; if | had theught! 
| should like it, | would not have gone. Is this receiv- | 
ing **the word with all readiness of mind?” | 

After the Jews at Berea had “‘received the word} 
with all readiness of mind,” they ‘** searched the scrip- 


tures daily, whether those things were so.” This is} 


another thing in which their example may be very | 
safely and profitably followed. ‘They did not go toa 
commentary or a catechism, but to the scriptures.— 
And this shews that meu, in their natural state, can 


understand the scriptures. ‘These noble Jews had ex- 


perienced no miraculous change of nature that we 
know of, and yet they are commended by an inspired 
writer for searching the scriptures. 

Another thing to be noticed in them is, they exer- 


| life, and they are they which testify of me.” 


ler and nearer to the 


,of Mr. 








candor the doctrine of Paul, but they Weighed it in 
their own minds and determined for themselves. They 
would not rest their faith upon the testimony even of 
an apostle. But how contrary to thie is the conduct 
of those who rely with implicit confidence upon what 
their preachers tell them, and who seem to think a 
doctrine must be true because the preacher Says $0,--. 
Mankind should judge for themselves. They have 
ability to do it; the way of the gospel is so plain that 
“the way faring men, though fools, shall not err there- 
in.”? Our Lord says, ‘‘ Yea, and why even of your- 
selres judge ye not what is right.” 

There are some things which will operate on rea- 


;sonable minds very strongly as motives to search the 


scripture. Jesus recommends the practice : ** Search 


the scriptures: for in them ye think ye have eternal 
Those 
who search the scriptures have the satisfaction of 
knowing for themselves what doctrines are taught there- 
in. ‘they will not be obliged to take the matter on 
trust from others. Neither will they be so liable to 


imposition as they otherwise would be. How many 


jhave been made the subjects of deception through 


want of attention to the scriptures. They have heard 
the minieter say, *‘ as death leaves us, so judgment 


23D of 


will find us; God out of Christ is a consuming 
‘* No self-murderer shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven,” all of which they supposed to be in the 


Bible. 


“5 


fire ; 


In conversation they offer these words as quo- 
tations from the scriptures, and to their great disap- 
pointment and chagrin find at last that they are the 
inventions of men. 

‘The subjects on which the gospel treats belong to 
our everlasting peace. ‘They are not interesting tous 
as we draw near 
Kind reader, let us then 


by ail means imitate the conduct of those who are se 


to day only. but increase in interest 


tomb. 


highly commended by the sacred historian. 
Rie RaRDs. 


Fire.--On Thursday night about 11 o'clock a sta- 


ble occupied by Mr. Vhineas Clark in Charles-street, 
in this city was cosumed by fire with its contents. 


Six horses alsoin the stable perished. 








MARRIED IN THIS CITY 
’ 
By Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Capt. James Smith to Miss 
Priscilia Barker Longley. 





- —_— 


DIED IN THis CUiTy, 
On Saturday last, Elizabeth H. youngest daughter 
Samuel A. Shed, aged 9. On Saturday Mr. 
Loami Noyes, aged 04. 


In Pelham, N. H. Flizaberh Maria Bell, aged twe 
years. 
Farewell dear babe, thy pain is o’er, 
Sickness and pain thouw’it know no more, 
Put all thy joys will be complete, 
‘Then rest dear babe, thy rest is sweet 


In this vain world thou didst enjoy . 
No pleasure pure, without alloy id 

But all thy joys will be complete, 

‘Then rest dear babe, thy rest is sweet, 
W@ cannot wish thee back again 

‘Yo dwell in this vain world of sin; 

For all thy joys will be complete, 

{hen rest dear babe, thy rest is sweet. 
Farewell till we shall meet again, 

In heaven to dwell, with Christ to reign ; 
Where all our joys will be complete, 
Thea rest dear babe, thy rest is sweet. 





Cash received on account of the Universa.rst Magazine. 


Mr. John Moor, Dover, N. H. $2 00 
Jonathan Carpenter, Randolph, Vt. 2 00 
Daniel Earl, Whitehall, N. Y. 2 = 
Abner Cook, Wrentham, Mass. : i 


J. Dane, Cambridgeport, Mass. : 
WENRY EOWEN. 








scriptures, they proceeded to very disgraceful meas- 








\cised their own judgment. 


They not only heard with | 


June 4, 1825. 
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